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In the strategy for SLU 2017-2020, Economics and Business administration is one of four 
designated subject areas that the University will focus on during the strategy period. 

External stakeholders are expressing a desire that SLU should conduct strong research in 
the field, such as market analysis and business intelligence, entrepreneurship in 
agriculture and forestry, sport and companion pets, etc. SLU needs skilled teachers in 
these subjects that meet the needs of the educational programs. Strengthening the subject 
is also an important element in the pursuit of increased multidisciplinary science. 

Following an internal evaluation on the development of the subject area at SLU in 2017, it 
was proposed to establish a guest research program on the subject. The intention of the 
guest research program is to associate prominent researchers within the subject area from 
other universities - Swedish or foreign - to SLU to contribute to knowledge sharing and 
building networks, thereby creating the conditions for development of subject at SLU, in 
both research and education. 

The framework for the guest research program is that guest researchers are invited to work 
at SLU one to two months a year over a three-year period. The selection of guest 
researchers is made through an open call where researchers at SLU may apply. The 
announcement specifies the intended focus of the call - where jointly formulated 
applications from two or more departments within SLU are encouraged. An evaluation 
panel consisting of the faculty deans proposes which applications to be granted, after 
which the Vice-Chancellor makes the formal decision. 

Since the visits are carried out for a relatively limited time, 1-2 months a year, but 
continuously over three years, the program offers a good basis for fruitful collaborations, 
while making the strategic initiative resource-efficient by enabling guest researcher visits 
for several groups within SLU. 

The guest research program also includes a "tag-along" program aimed at increasing 
mobility for PhD students and/or younger researchers. In essence, any young researcher/ 
doctoral student working in the group of the guest researcher or at the host department at 
SLU, is given the opportunity to visit and work at another university/institute for a limited 



time, approximately 1-2 weeks. The aim of the “tag-along” program is that this exchange 
can further strengthen the networks between the host and guest institutions. 

Application and selection for admission to the program 

Call 
An open call is made annually 2018-2020 to recruit one to two guest researchers to the 
program. In total, at least four guest researchers will be associated with the program during 
the period. 
   
Application procedure  

Applications to the program must be done using the digitally signed pdf-form. The 
application form and appendices must be sent electronically as pdf-files to 
registrator@slu.se.  

Applications may be submitted by researchers at SLU after approval of the Head of 
Department. Joint applications from researchers at two or more departments within SLU 
should clearly state which researcher that is the primary applicant (and the corresponding 
department as host for the proposed guest researcher). 

Applications must include details of the main activities to be carried out by the proposed 
guest researcher during their time at SLU. The main aim/aims of the proposed activities 
should be clearly stated in this part. The application must also include an explicit account 
of how the activities will be of significant mutual benefit to the guest researcher, to the 
host Department and SLU as a whole. The application must be appended with a letter of 
intent from the proposed guest researcher testifying to her/his interest in participating in 
the program. The letter of intent should also explain his/her intentions and ambitions in 
taking part in the program. The prospective guest researcher's CV and list of publications 
shall also be attached to the application. 

Admission process 
A program committee, consisting of the faculty deans, will review the applications. Based 
on the submitted material, applications will be ranked according to: 

1. The scientific level of the proposed guest researcher and of the project,  
2. The strategic value of the topic for SLU, 
3. The potential synergies of the project for different groups at SLU. 
4. The clarity of the application, and the feasibility of the project, 
 
Joint applications between researchers from two or more departments will be prioritized.  

mailto:registrator@slu.se


The program committee submits recommendations to the Vice-Chancellor, who makes the 
decision regarding admission to the Guest Researcher Program. 

Employment of guest researcher at SLU 

Normally, a guest researcher admitted to the program visits a department for 1-2 months a 
year. An agreement between the department and the guest researcher is to be signed 
annually that regulates the duration of the visit, responsibility and allowance. The 
agreement normally concerns the first year, with the possibility of extension for another 
two years. Normally, guest researchers are expected to take advantage of this opportunity, 
that is to say, to visit SLU periodically under three years. The department is responsible for 
establishing the agreement, and to send a copy to the responsible administrator at the 
division of planning. If requested, the head of department shall arrange with a fixed-term 
employment of the guest researcher at the department. 

In case a guest researcher's home university/institute does not allow time-limited 
employment at SLU, an agreement must be made between SLU and the home 
organization, where SLU undertakes to pay the home organization for the time the guest 
researcher is "borrowed" by SLU. In practice, this means that SLU as a host institution 
compensates the home organization for the guest researcher's salary and other benefits for 
the time she/he works at SLU. In such cases, the head of department shall consult the 
responsible administrator at the division of planning regarding the terms of the agreement. 
This will ultimately be reviewed and approved by SLU legal professionals before the 
parties conclude the agreement. 

A “tag-along” should not be employed at SLU. 

 

Accommodation 

The host department is responsible for arranging accommodation for guest researchers 
admitted to the program. Guest researchers that stay for only a short period in Sweden can 
be accommodated in hotels. SLU is covered by a framework agreement with different 
hotels (more info at: http://www.avropa.se/ramavtal2/). For guest researchers that stay 
longer than a couple of weeks should be accommodated in an apartment at an apartment 
hotel or equivalent. Guest researchers who wish for another kind of accommodation may 
resolve this with the host department, and how the cost for an alternative accommodation 
should be handled. For the guest researcher program, it does not matter how the 
accommodation is arranged given that the cost is reasonable. 

 

Travel 
The guest research program covers trips to and from Sweden, as well as, where 
appropriate, also within Sweden. Travel should be motivated by the planned and agreed 
activities. 



Travel is ordered according to regular routines at SLU. The guest research program has on 
occasion arranged travel including stopovers and interruptions in the trip beyond what is 
necessary for the specific route. This has been considered to be in line with the principle 
that the program should be generous. However, the possibility if arranging this must be 
assessed on a case by case basis. 

 

Economy 

The hosting department will set up a specific project account in the 5-series, where all 
costs for the guest researcher and, if applicable, tag-along will be posted. The project 
number must be notified to the program coordinator at the division of planning. After a 
visit period, or latest by the end of the year, the hosting department must charge the guest 
research program for the costs incurred during the year. It is very important that accounts 
and billing be conducted under these directives as it is the only opportunity to follow the 
economic development of the guest research program. 

The largest expense is usually salary for the guest researcher. The basic principle is that the 
guest researcher should be offered the same salary that he/she earns at the home 
organization. An indicative limit is set at 75,000 SEK / month before tax and excluding 
LKP. In exceptional cases, guest researchers with higher wages can maintain their wage in 
the program. This decision must be preceded by a discussion in the program committe. 
However, it should be noted that with SINK tax of 25%, net wages will be quite high even 
with a limit of 75,000 SEK / month in gross salary. 

 

Work permit, tax and insurance 
Residence permit and work permit: 
Guest researchers are exempted from the work permit requirement. Residence permits are 
also not required if the employment is less than 3 months, which is the normal case within 
the guest research program. 
Visa: 
Visiting researchers may require entry permits, visas, to enter Sweden. Only citizens in 
those countries where Sweden or the EU have an agreement on visa waiver can enter 
Sweden without a visa. On the Swedish Migration Board's website you can find 
information on visa requirements for different countries. 
SINK-tax: 
An employee in Sweden who works less than six months a year in Sweden is entitled to a 
special income tax. This usually means that the tax rate is 25%. No declaration required 
(and therefore no deductions can be made). The host department submits an application to 
the Swedish Tax Agency. A copy of the guest researchers passport is required for this. The 
Tax Agency: 
http://www.skatteverket.se/privat/skatter/arbeidinkomst/internationellainkomster/bosattuto

http://www.skatteverket.se/privat/skatter/arbeidinkomst/internationellainkomster/bosattutomlands/sinkarskildinkomstskattforutomlandsbosatta.4.6fdde64a12cc4eee23080002583.html?q=SINK


mlands/sinkarskildinkomstskattforutomlandsbosatta.4.6fdde64a12cc4eee23080002583.htm
l?q=SINK 
Insurance: 
Guest researchers at SLU are insured through the Kammarkollegiets “Group and individual 
insurance”. This includes healthcare and dental care, home transport protection, accident 
protection, property protection, liability protection, legal protection. 
For citizens from Nordic countries, EU / EEA, and Switzerland, however, insurance 
coverage does not cover healthcare and dental care, since there is already an agreement 
between these countries. It is therefore important for people from these countries to bring 
an EU card or equivalent from their home country. 
The accompanying family members are not insured through the Kammarkollegiets “Group 
and individual insurance”. 
Notification about guest researchers visit to SLU 
Prior to each visit by the guest researcher at SLU, the hosting department SLU must inform 
the program coordinator at the division of planning about this. It is important to know 
which guest researchers are in place at a certain time, to have the opportunity to arrange 
meetings with other guest researchers. 
In connection with the first stay, a plan and a simple budget for the first year's activities 
should be appended. The budget should include all expected costs, i.e. salary, travel, 
accommodation, tag-along, as well as any other expenses. After the first year is completed, 
a new budget will be submitted for the remaining period. 

 

Program coordinator 
Niklas Nordquist, Research advisor 
 
Planning Division 
Box 7070, SE-750 07 Uppsala 
 
Phone: +46 (0)18-67 22 28, Mobile: +46 (0)72 23 666 01 
niklas.nordquist@slu.se, www.slu.se 
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