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How do you get there? Ecosystem Services and Urban Green Space 
Governance 

- Abstract for docent lecture October 9. Tim Delshammar 

 
Last decade there has been an increasing interest in, and demand for, ecosystem services (ES) in 
urban areas. For planners as well as researchers in urban studies one of the key questions is how 
ES can be achieved in urban areas. In my lecture I will discuss governance of urban green-blue 
spaces and ES with inspiration from policy arrangement approachi, in this case: rules of the game 
(policies), resources and discourse. I will use examples mainly from planning and governance 
practice and research in Malmö. 
 
Some researchers and many planners focus on how policies support decisions in favour of goals 
like ES. An example of this is the mapping of how much the ES concept is mentioned in 
planning documentsii.  However, not only explicitly supportive policies are of importance to 
understand the rules, but also the restrictive policies. In the absence of policies that directly 
addresses an issue, policies that indirectly addresses it must be regardediii. To fulfil desired goals, 
not only decisions but also actions are needed. This in turn requires resources. Examples of this 
from my research is that there might be a need for resources to mitigate conflicts between 
different user groups in communal allotment gardens to fully realize the potential to strengthen 
social cohesioniv as well as resources to try out new forms of cooperation between municipalities 
and grass rootsv. 
 
There is a need for data and elaboration of concepts that can support a fruitful discourse. 
Examples of this from my research is the exploration of how urban allotment gardens can 
support trust within a societyvi; of how different groups value and use urban green spacevii and; 
how distribution of cultural ecosystem services is affected by actors like private property 
ownersviii. Further, I have contributed to the elaboration of the ES concept by an exploration of 
its opposite, the disservicesix. 
 
For the future, I propose to focus on two areas that are of importance for planning practice as 
well as of relevance for research:  

• There is a need for an understanding of ES that considers not only the value of the 
benefits but also on how this is spatially distributed and how the benefits meet the needs. 
One example of how this can be achieved is to analyse of tree crown cover, urban heat 
island effect and demographic data. 

• There is a need for a better understanding of the costs and conflicts that are related to ES 
in urban areas. If ES are to replace other services, the costs should be commensurable. 
Conflicts between different types of ES are important to understand. Further, if the payer 
is someone else than the beneficiary, there is a need to understand who gains and who 
loses. One example of how this can be achieved is to map and compare areas that are 
vulnerable to flooding and areas with potential for retention measures. 

 

 

i See: Arts, B., Leroy, P., van Tatenhove, J., (2006). Political modernisation and policy arrangements:a framework for 
understanding environmental policy change. Public Organ.Rev. 6 (2), 93–106. 
ii See Hansen, Rieke,  Frantzeskaki, Niki, McPhearson, Timon, Rall, Emily, Kabisch, Nadja, Kaczorowska, Anna, Kain, Jaan-
Henrik, Artmann, Martina, Pauleit, Stephan (2015). The uptake of the ecosystem services concept in planning discourses of 
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